Energy Tax Credit Tips For MA
Home Owners

Energy tax credit tips for MA home owners offered by Peter Damore at
Law Offices of Peter T. Damore Jr.

MA Single Family Houses On The
Market

Single family houses are the most common category of real estate. As
its name implies, they are individual unit dwellings. However, they
do differ greatly in style and amenities. Below is some introductory
information on MA single family houses on the market.

Attraction of Single Family Residences

The wonderful thing about single family living is that they are
basically independent. With few restrictions, it gives you the
freedom to alter your home to reflect your personality. Most houses
include some land, enabling you to benefit from both the outdoors and
indoors. Home options tend to be most flexible for single family
houses as well (versus other types of houses).

Styles of Single Family Houses

Single families come in many styles. Colonial houses feature two full
floors of living area. Capes have two levels but often include sloped
ceilings upstairs. Ranch style include just one level of living
space. Split entry houses normally have a stairway going up and down
at the front entrance with one full level above and a partly finished
basement level. Sometimes single families are actually attached to
other single families. These are the most well-known designs, but
there are an abundance of other styles such as cottage and craftsman.
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Property Features

As with any kind of property, single family homes may incorporate
distinct amenities. For instance, they will feature guest suites with
separate living areas, upgraded kitchens, finished basement rooms,
built-in technology enhancements, and more. Specific features will
make a property unique and desirable to particular types of home
buyers. Such upgrades will vary by price point.

MA Single Family Houses On The Market

A majority of MA single family houses on the market are included in
the local MLS database. If you are looking for a free real estate
search tool with emails on new homes matching your preferences,
please contact us. We network with many local real estate agents who
will assist you. Remaining informed on any new homes that pop up

Ways To Improve The Value Of
Your Home 1in MA

Whether you are wanting to sell your property in the near future or
are simply taking on new projects, there are several projects that
specifically add value to your property. Some might cost more than
others. Some ways to improve the value of your home are below.

A Fresh Coat of Paint

Adding a clean coat of paint is a small alteration that can have a
huge impact. To improve resale potential, opt for neutral color
palettes. This lets others envision their own possessions in the
space instead of being focused on your bold decorating choices.
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Add a Bathroom

If your house has only one bathroom, putting in even a half bath can
make a big difference when you want to put your house on the market.
It is an issue of convenience. Extra full baths are also a bonus for
those who enjoy entertaining or simply have large families.
Additional baths do not need to be large if you are short on space.

Kitchen Remodeling

Kitchens are one of the most significant rooms in a house. Take into
account how much time you spend there. The utility of a kitchen 1is
very valuable to prospective home buyers so it might be wise to
upgrade. The layout of a kitchen is also essential, so improving
access to other entertaining areas is a smart move.

Sunroom Additions

Adding a sunroom is a fantastic method of increasing the square
footage of your home. They allow for more sunlight and make your
interior feel bigger and more appealing. Imagine yourself basking in
the afternoon sun with a drink! An impending buyer might envision a
similar scene.

Patios and Decks

Patios and decks are nice selling features in a house. Think about
the location and entry to the interior of your home (mainly the
kitchen). Also make sure to take into account privacy and
landscaping. Given the exposure to the elements, using up-to-date and
resilient materials will extend the life of your patio or deck.

Ways To Improve The Value Of Your Home

From big to little, there are many ways to improve the value of your
home. Something as inexpensive as painting can be refreshing and
entirely change the appearance and feel of a home. If you are up for
a larger project, kitchen and bath renovations are always a smart
change. Increasing square footage with new rooms and functionality



also leads to improved values. If you are spending money on your
house, why not focus on improvements that will assist you in the long
run?

Buying MA Short Sale Homes

Short sales are not the same as the normal home sale process. Prior
to viewing or buying a short sale, it is critical that you know what
they are and what the process includes. The following is some general
information on buying MA short sale homes.

Short Sale Introduction

Short sales describe homes where the sale price and expenses will not
exceed what the seller would need to pay expenses, and the home owner
has no financial resources to pay for the shortage. Costs involved in
the sale may include the home loans on the property, real estate
broker commissions, closing costs, and other related fees. The lender
on the home will be “short” what is due/owed to them, which is where
the term short sale comes from. The lenders currently holding the
liens on the home for sale must all be willing to accept the lower
payoff for it to go through. This is why it can get tricky. To
request approval, sellers must submit their financial and personal
information, explanation of hardship, and a contract from a buyer.
Homes marketed as short sales can only be sold pending this approval,
and there are no guarantees that it will be.

Short Sale Perks

The amount of short sale inventory listed has a lot to do with the
real estate market. Sometimes, there might be an abundance of
properties. Short sale properties are frequently an opportunity for
buyers to receive a reduced price on homes. However, they may not
work for all prospective buyers.
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Disadvantages of Short Sales

Short Sale Timing

Home buyers must move forward with an offer to purchase without any
promise that the purchase will actually be approved. It can also take
a long time to receive word of the approval status (normally many
months or even a year). Therefore, home buyers requiring to settle
quickly should not consider short sales.

Repairs Necessary with Short Sales

Short sales usually require a lot of work. They are typically sold
as-1s since the owner has little money and the lenders are already
receiving less than the balance owed. Home buyers should be able to
handle work with their own money.

Buying MA Short Sale Homes

Short sales are not for everybody. People must be aware of the
possible complications prior to making an offer on a short sale. For
home buyers with moveable time frames and the ability to make
renovations, it may be a great way to save money on a property.
Consult with your real estate agent for additional facts on buying MA
short sale homes in your area.

Evaluating MA Custom Builders

Selecting a builder is often a big decision and may involve a
stressful process. Using the right individuals for your project is
critical to its success. When looking for MA custom builders, there
are several questions that you should pose. These will help you make
an educated decision on which builder to hire for your new
construction or renovation work. The following is information on
evaluating MA custom builders.
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Evaluating MA Custom Builders

Here are some questions that you should ask prospective builders:

. How many years have they actively practiced?

. What do the builders specialize in?

. Does the builder hold a contractors license from the state?

. Who will be working on-site? Are they direct employees or sub-

contractors?

5. Does the builder divert all efforts to one customer at a time
or handle multiple simultaneously?

6. Are they insured? And if so, what type of insurance?

7. How many comparable projects have the builders completed
recently?

8. Can the builders furnish a list of references? And have any
customer complaints been filed against them?

9. Do they have pictures of past projects that you can view?

10. Are they affiliated with any professional associations?
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Using the Information Gathered on MA
Custom Builders

Asking for this information can shed some light on the status,
history, and reputation of each builder. Be sure to ask for proof of
certain facts where appropriate. Use this to compare options and use
one that is most qualified and matches your needs. Additionally, be
conscious of your impressions of each builder. Did each appear well-
versed in all aspects of the business? Did you trust what they told
you? Would you be comfortable working with them? It is important to
use both the facts and your impressions. After you have selected a
builder, there are additional questions that you should ask for the
particular project and contract. Follow our website or contact us for
more guidance on evaluating MA custom builders and other related
topics.




Tips On Finding Real Estate
Listings In MA

Information on Tips On Finding Real Estate Listings In MA — by Peter
Damore at Law Offices of Peter T. Damore Jr..

MA New Construction Energy
Saving Ideas

When building a new house, there are features that you might select
up-front that may reduce energy consumption and save money in the
future. Many often think of appliances when evaluating energy
efficiency, but even construction products will affect energy usage.
Below are some MA new construction energy saving ideas to consider.

Roof and Siding Colors

Dark shingle and siding colors absorb heat, increasing the heat
inside the house. Your air conditioner will work harder to
compensate. Selecting lighter colored shingles will deflect the sun
rather than absorb its heat. There are other more drastic solutions
such as a white roof (specially designed reflective material) or
green roofs (with plantings).

Windows with Added Efficiency

Windows are a major source of air exchange. Windows with double panes
provide more insulation. Additionally, adding a low-emittance glaze
between panes helps to further suppress heat transfer through the
window. Low-E material is essentially invisible. Different types of
glaze are offered to accommodate particular weather conditions. High
solar gain options are better for regions with cold climates, and low
solar gain glazings are great for warmer climates that use more
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cooling. It is also a good idea to evaluate window placement to make
use of natural sunlight. This may reduce the need for electricity.

Appliance Selections

Energy Star products function more efficiently (as identified by
testing). Therefore, they save money and help preserve our
environment. You may search for Energy Star products online or at
local retail stores. They will display the energy star logo with
figures on the resources consumed under normal operation. Energy Star
alternatives are widely offered, so you will not generally need to
select between functionality and energy efficiency.

Insulation Considerations

Insulation is key to establishing an obstacle between the interior
and exterior air. It is naturally more cost-effective to add it
during construction than to attempt it after a house is completed. To
be the most effective, your house should be insulated along all
exterior spaces. If you have a below grade level, think about
insulating bulkhead doorways and hot water pipes.

Heating and Cooling Systems

Fuel burning HVAC systems ordinarily include a percent efficiency
rating. The higher the amount, the better the efficiency. The cost
may range depending on brand and efficiency. If you live in colder
regions, investing in better systems may reduce your expenses by a
large amount.

More MA New Construction Energy Saving
Ideas

Home building includes many options. Remember to include energy
efficiency in your evaluation of different products and materials.
Think about environmental effect and up-front expense relative to
ongoing savings. In many cases, picking energy efficient alternatives
is a clear decision when you look at the big picture. Start by
consulting with your home builder for creative solutions and



suggestions.

Entering MA Home Building Sites

It is natural to be interested in the building of a new home and try
to visit the site regularly. However, unscheduled visits may not be
safe and will interrupt the project. Remember the following before
entering MA home building sites.

Dangerous Conditions at Construction
Lots

Constructing a new property is a work in progress and can be unsafe
to visit at certain times. The site may contain equipment laying
about, miss necessary elements such as steps, or require safety
equipment. If you stop by at night, you may not see all of the
possible dangers; a flashlight will not offer sufficient
illumination. For these reasons, assisted visits may be required or
restricted to certain time frames.

Resulting Delays

Entering MA home building sites can delay the time frame of the work.
Talking to workers distracts them and takes valuable time away from
the work they are completing. You might also mistakenly communicate
with the wrong person and get incorrect information. You may even
relay requests to the wrong worker and find that your customizations
are not honored. Even if you do not interact with the people there,
you might still be in the way. Problems with the delivery of a house
can be frustrating, so it is important to not add to delays.

Prior to Entering MA Home Building
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Sites

If you wish to visit a building site for a new house, connect with
the correct person in advance. Depending on the reason for your
visit, it might be a good idea to have your real estate agent to go
with you. Your agent can assist with digesting facts and needed
follow-up. The person in charge will make arrangements with the men
at the site so that you can be safe. To protect yourself and maintain
the time line of the project, it is important to always notify people
before entering MA home building sites.

MA Loan Specialists

Obtaining a home loan may be a difficult process because of the
different loan options, the paperwork involved, and the qualification
process. Getting help from local MA loan specialists will minimize
some of the difficulty. In this blog is advice on the benefits of
utilizing MA loan specialists.

Benefits of MA Loan Specialists

MA Financing Programs

MA loan specialists stay up to date on
community financing programs and grants. They
can offer guidance on unique programs and
qualification criteria. This is most important
for first time home buyers as many of these
programs are geared specifically toward them.
Some of these programs provide more flexible
lending criteria or can save money on closing
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expenses or interest.

Involvement In The MA Market

Every local market routinely changes and
includes unique characteristics. MA 1loan
specialists process loans in the area monthly
and may know about some of the patterns and
challenges. That knowledge can minimize the
possibility of closing delays. Not all issues
can be avoided, but local loan specialists
will definitely be a benefit.

Level of Service

Even though many business transactions are
completed via telephone and email, in some
cases a face-to-face meeting 1s helpful.
Utilizing local loan specialists gives you the
opportunity to meet and address vital issues.
Time zones are also less of a headache.
Lastly, local professionals have an image and
reputation to maintain and will, as a result,
work hard to ensure the satisfaction of local
customers



MA Loan Specialists

Purchasing real estate is a huge investment.
Local real estate brokers and loan specialists
will play a role your home buying experience.
MA loan specialists are also a informational
resource that you should tap in to. For a list
of local MA loan specialists, contact Peter
DaMore with Law Offices of Peter T. DaMore
Jr., at 781-229-7900 or pdamore@ptdlaw.com.

Listing Your Home In
MA As-1s

Information on Listing Your Home In MA As-is,
The Benefit to Sellers, Disclosure of Known
Issues, Definition of As-Is, and Buyer Beliefs
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