
What to Know Before Filing for
Divorce

Filing for divorce is a major life decision that affects finances,
family dynamics, and long term stability. Understanding the legal
process before taking action can help reduce stress, avoid mistakes,
and protect your rights. Working with a family law attorney early
allows you to make informed decisions from the start.

Key Legal Considerations in a Divorce
Case
Property Division and Asset Protection
Divorce involves dividing marital assets and debts. Without proper
legal  guidance,  important  financial  details  may  be  overlooked,
leading to unfair outcomes.

Child Custody and Parenting Time
When children are involved, custody and parenting time arrangements
must reflect their best interests. Clear and legally sound parenting
plans help reduce conflict and provide consistency.

Child Support and Spousal Support
Support  obligations  are  based  on  legal  guidelines  and  financial
disclosures. Errors or incomplete information can result in support
orders that are difficult to modify later.

Filing Requirements and Court Procedures
Divorce  cases  involve  strict  filing  rules,  deadlines,  and
documentation.  Missing  a  requirement  can  delay  the  process  or
negatively impact your case.
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Why Working With a Family Law Attorney
Matters
A family law attorney helps guide you through the divorce process,
protects  your  rights,  and  advocates  for  fair  resolutions.  Legal
support can also help reduce conflict and support more productive
negotiations.

How DaMore Law Helps Divorce Clients
DaMore Law  provides clear and practical family law guidance for
individuals considering or going through divorce. Our family law
attorneys assist with divorce, child custody, child support, spousal
support, and related matters.

If you are considering filing for divorce, scheduling a consultation
with DaMore Law can help you understand your options and plan your
next steps.

Understanding  Legal  Risks  in
Family Law Matters

Family law cases involve personal, financial, and legal decisions
that can affect your life long after the case is resolved. Whether
you are facing divorce, child custody disputes, or support issues,
understanding the legal risks early can help protect your rights and
your future. Working with an experienced family law attorney provides
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clarity during an often stressful process.

Common Legal Risks in Family Law Cases

Unclear or One-Sided Family Law Agreements
Divorce agreements, parenting plans, and settlement agreements must
be clear and enforceable. Poorly drafted terms can lead to disputes,
enforcement problems, or costly modifications.

Child Custody and Visitation Disputes
Child  custody  and  visitation  arrangements  must  reflect  the  best
interests of the child while protecting parental rights. Without
proper legal guidance, custody disputes can escalate quickly.

Child Support and Spousal Support Errors
Child support and spousal support calculations must follow state
guidelines. Mistakes or incomplete financial disclosures can result
in unfair support orders or future legal challenges.

Missed Deadlines and Court Filing Requirements
Family court procedures involve strict deadlines and documentation
rules. Missing a deadline or submitting incorrect filings can delay
your case or negatively affect the outcome.

How a Family Law Attorney Can Help
A family law attorney provides strategic guidance, ensures legal
compliance, and helps clients make informed decisions. Legal support
helps protect parental rights, secure fair financial arrangements,
and reduce unnecessary conflict.

How  DaMore  Law  Supports  Family  Law
Clients
DaMore Law provides experienced family law representation focused on
clarity, fairness, and long term solutions. We assist clients with



divorce, child custody, child support, spousal support, and related
family law matters, as both a mediator and a litigator.

If you are dealing with a family law issue, consulting with a family
law attorney at DaMore Law can help you understand your options and
move forward with confidence.

What Happens If You Die Without
a Will in Massachusetts?

How  Massachusetts
Divides  Your  Assets
Without a Will

When someone passes away without a will in Massachusetts, it’s called
dying intestate. This means the state, rather than the deceased,
decides how to distribute their property, assets, and belongings.
While this legal process may seem straightforward on paper, the real-
life consequences can be anything but.

If you’ve ever wondered what happens to your home, bank accounts, or
personal items if you die in Massachusetts without a will, this guide
breaks it down clearly. We’ll explain how intestacy laws work, who
inherits what, and why relying on the state’s default plan may not
align with your wishes.

Who  Gets  What?  Understanding  Massachusetts
Intestacy Laws
When  someone  dies  intestate  in  Massachusetts,  the  probate  court
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follows a strict legal formula to determine who inherits the deceased
person’s  estate.  This  process  is  governed  by  the  Massachusetts
Uniform Probate Code (MUPC), a set of laws designed to handle estates
without valid wills.

While the MUPC attempts to distribute property in a fair and logical
way,  the  law  doesn’t  account  for  family  dynamics,  personal
relationships,  or  the  deceased’s  preferences.

The  distribution  of  an  estate  depends  largely  on  the  deceased
person’s surviving family members. Here’s how it typically works in
Massachusetts without a will:

If  You  Have  a  Spouse  But  No  Children  or
Parents:

Everything goes to your spouse.

If You Have a Spouse and Children (All from
the Same Marriage):

Your spouse inherits everything.

If You Have a Spouse and Children from Another
Relationship:

Your  spouse  inherits  the  first  $100,000  plus  half  of  the
remaining estate.
Your children split the other half equally.

If You Have a Spouse and Surviving Parents
(But No Children):

Your spouse receives the first $200,000 plus three-quarters of
the remaining estate.
Your parents receive the rest.

If You Have Children But No Spouse:
Your children inherit everything equally.
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If You Have No Spouse or Children:
The estate passes to your parents.
If your parents are deceased, it goes to siblings.

No Immediate Family?
The  inheritance  process  continues  down  the  family  tree—to
nieces, nephews, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins.
If no relatives can be located, the estate “escheats” to the
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  This  means  the  state  takes
ownership of everything.

Real-Life Consequences of Dying Without a Will
Massachusetts intestacy laws may look organized on paper, but real-
world situations are often far more complex. Here’s how things can
quickly become stressful or unfair:

1. Unintended Beneficiaries
If you’re in a long-term partnership but never legally married,
your partner is entitled to nothing under Massachusetts law.
Estranged family members may end up inheriting assets simply
because of how the law is written.

2. No Say in Guardianship of Minor Children
A will typically lets parents name who should raise their minor
children. Without one, the court decides—potentially placing
children with someone you wouldn’t have chosen.

3. Delays in Probate
Without a clear will, identifying heirs and managing the estate
often leads to a longer, more expensive probate process. This
can delay access to funds needed for mortgages, taxes, or day-
to-day expenses.



4. Family Conflicts
Disagreements are common when there’s no guidance from a will.
Siblings may fight over assets, property may need to be sold
against  someone’s  wishes,  and  blended  families  often  face
particularly tense situations.

5. Loss of Family Property or Heirlooms
Without  instructions,  sentimental  items—vacation  homes,
heirlooms,  or  special  possessions—can  be  sold  or  divided
without regard for emotional value.

What Happens to Debts and Taxes?
Massachusetts law requires debts, taxes, and final expenses to be
paid from the estate before heirs receive anything. This includes:

Mortgage balances
Credit card debt
Medical bills
Final  income  taxes  and  Massachusetts  estate  taxes  (if
applicable)

If the estate doesn’t have enough liquid assets, property, including
family homes, may need to be sold to satisfy debts.

Does Everything Go Through Probate?
Most assets go through probate if there’s no will, including:

Real estate
Bank accounts in the deceased’s name only
Personal property (cars, jewelry, furniture)

However, certain assets bypass probate automatically, such as:

Life insurance policies with named beneficiaries
Retirement accounts (401k, IRA) with designated beneficiaries
Jointly owned property with rights of survivorship



Common Misconceptions About Dying Without a
Will in Massachusetts

“My spouse automatically gets everything.” Not always true,
especially in blended families or when parents are alive.
“The state takes everything.” The state only claims your estate
if no relatives can be found, even distant ones.
“I don’t own enough to need a will.” Even small estates involve
property, personal belongings, or bank accounts that can cause
disputes or delays.

How to Avoid Intestacy in Massachusetts
The  solution  is  simple:  create  an  estate  plan.  This  typically
includes:

A will that outlines who inherits what
A trust to avoid probate for certain assets
Guardianship designations for minor children
Powers of attorney for finances and healthcare decisions

An estate plan gives you, not the state, control over your legacy.

Protect Your Legacy 
Dying in Massachusetts without a will means surrendering control over
who receives your assets, who cares for your minor children, and how
your estate is handled. While the state’s intestacy laws attempt to
distribute  property  fairly,  they  can’t  reflect  the  personal
relationships, wishes, and unique circumstances that make up your
life.

Estate planning isn’t just about money. It’s about protecting your
family, minimizing stress, and ensuring that your legacy reflects
your values.

If you’re ready to take that next step, the estate planning attorneys
at DaMore Law can help you create a plan that fits your needs and
avoids the pitfalls of intestacy. Contact us today to schedule a
consultation.
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What  Sets  DaMore’s  Family  Law
Services Apart

Family law is one of the most personal,
and often most complex, areas of legal
practice. From divorce and custody to
prenuptial  agreements  and
guardianships,  the  outcomes  of  these
matters  can  have  lasting  effects  on
your  relationships,  finances,  and
future.

At DaMore Law, we take a client-first approach to family law services
in MA. Our attorneys are known for their professionalism, clear
communication,  and  compassion  during  emotionally  charged  legal
challenges. Whether you’re facing a major life transition or planning
ahead, we provide the experienced guidance you need to move forward
with confidence.

Understanding Family Law in Massachusetts
Family  law  in  Massachusetts  encompasses  a  broad  range  of  legal
matters related to marriage, parenthood, and domestic relationships.
Common case types include:

Divorce (contested and uncontested)
Child custody and parenting plans
Child support and alimony
Division of marital property
Prenuptial and postnuptial agreements
Guardianships and adoption
Modifications and enforcement

Each case is unique. Whether you’re navigating the end of a marriage
or  seeking  to  protect  your  child’s  future,  DaMore  Law  provides
thoughtful, tailored legal strategies grounded in Massachusetts law.
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What Sets DaMore Law’s Family Law Services in
MA Apart?
We understand the personal nature of family law, and that behind
every  case  is  a  real  person,  often  facing  one  of  life’s  most
difficult moments. Here’s what makes our approach different:

1. Personalized, Compassionate Representation
No two families are the same. We take the time to understand your
situation, listen to your concerns, and create a strategy that aligns
with your goals. Clients regularly tell us they appreciate our down-
to-earth, accessible approach. We explain every step of the legal
process in plain language, so you’re never left wondering what’s
next.

2.  Trusted  Counsel  on  Prenuptial  and  Postnuptial
Agreements
Prenuptial  and  postnuptial  agreements  are  becoming  increasingly
common, especially among individuals with significant assets, family
businesses, or children from prior relationships.

Prenuptial Agreements: A prenuptial agreement (or “prenup”) is
a contract signed before marriage that outlines how assets,
debts, and other financial matters will be handled in the event
of divorce or death. Far from being unromantic, a well-drafted
prenup offers clarity and protection for both parties.
Postnuptial  Agreements:  Postnups  are  similar,  but  they’re
created after a couple is already married. These agreements can
help  address  new  concerns  or  major  changes  in  finances,
business ownership, or family dynamics.

At DaMore Law, we help clients draft, review, and negotiate prenups
and postnups that are legally sound and fair. We take a thoughtful,
respectful approach to these sensitive discussions so couples can
protect their interests without creating unnecessary conflict.

3. Skilled Guidance Through Guardianship Matters
Guardianship is a legal arrangement where someone is appointed to
make decisions for a person who is unable to do so themselves, often
a minor child or an incapacitated adult.

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-law-about-guardians-and-caregivers


Whether you’re seeking guardianship for a child whose parents are
unable to provide care, or you’re navigating adult guardianship for a
loved one with medical or cognitive challenges, we’re here to help.
We walk you through the petition process, court requirements, and
responsibilities involved, ensuring your petition is strong and in
the best interest of the individual involved.

Guardianship cases can be emotional and complex, but they’re also
incredibly important. Our team provides steady, compassionate support
every step of the way.

4. Experienced Advocacy In and Out of Court
Many  family  law  matters  can  be  resolved  through  negotiation  or
mediation. But when litigation is necessary, DaMore Law is prepared
to advocate for your rights with the skill and professionalism the
courts expect.

We always seek the most efficient and constructive resolution, but we
never hesitate to stand firm when your future, your finances, or your
children’s well-being is at stake.

5. Focus on the Best Interests of Children
In  child  custody  and  parenting  disputes,  Massachusetts  courts
prioritize the best interests of the child—and so do we. We help
parents craft child-centered parenting plans that support emotional
stability, safety, and continuity. If conflicts arise, we work to
resolve  them  in  ways  that  reduce  stress  and  foster  healthy  co-
parenting dynamics. Our goal is to protect what matters most: your
children’s future.

6. Deep Knowledge of Massachusetts Family Law
Family law varies from state to state. At DaMore Law, we’re deeply
familiar with Massachusetts statutes, court procedures, and legal
nuances. From the Child Support Guidelines to recent alimony reforms,
we stay current so we can offer sound, up-to-date legal advice. This
local  insight  gives  our  clients  an  edge,  whether  in  courtroom
litigation or out-of-court settlements.
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7. Post-Divorce Modifications and Enforcement
Life changes. Your legal agreements should evolve with it. If your
circumstances  have  shifted  since  your  divorce—whether  due  to
relocation, job loss, remarriage, or changes in parenting time—you
may need to modify your court order. We assist with post-divorce
modifications as well as enforcement of existing agreements when one
party fails to comply.

A  Trusted  Legal  Resource  for  Families  in
Burlington and Beyond
Located in Burlington, MA, DaMore Law is proud to serve clients
across Middlesex County and Greater Boston. Our reputation is built
on integrity, professionalism, and real relationships. Whether you’re
preparing for a divorce or trying to resolve a custody issue, you
deserve a legal team that truly listens and offers clear, confident
guidance.

If you’re looking for reliable, experienced family law services in
MA, DaMore Law is here for you. Let’s have a conversation about
what’s next and how we can support you.

How to Choose the Right Family
Law Attorney

 When you’re facing a legal issue that
touches the most personal parts of your
life—your children, your marriage, your
home—you want someone in your corner who
brings legal knowledge as well as empathy
and trust. That’s exactly what a good
family law attorney should offer.

Whether you’re going through a divorce, working through a child
custody agreement, or navigating another family-related legal issue,
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choosing the right attorney can make all the difference, not just in
the outcome of your case, but in how supported and informed you feel
along the way. This guide will help you understand what to look for
and how to make the best choice for you and your family.

Why the Right Family Law Attorney Matters
Family law cases are often emotionally charged. You’re not just
dealing with paperwork and courtrooms—you’re making decisions that
will shape your future and the well-being of your loved ones. The
stakes are high, and the law is complex. Having a compassionate,
skilled, and reliable family law attorney can give you peace of mind
and empower you to make informed decisions.

An experienced family law attorney will:

Help you understand your rights and options
Keep your case moving forward efficiently
Negotiate firmly but fairly
Offer clear, honest communication
Provide steady guidance during emotional moments

When Should You Hire a Family Law Attorney?
Many people wait too long to get legal help, hoping things will work
themselves  out.  But  early  legal  support  often  leads  to  better
results. You should consider speaking to a family law attorney if:

You’re thinking about filing for divorce or have been served
with divorce papers
You and your spouse are separating and need to divide assets
You need help with a child custody, child support, or parenting
plan agreement
You’re involved in a domestic violence situation or need a
restraining order
You’re planning to adopt or establish guardianship
You want to modify an existing custody or support order

The  earlier  you  involve  a  family  law  attorney,  the  better  your
attorney can understand your circumstances and advocate for your
needs.



What to Look for in a Family Law Attorney
Experience in Family Law1.
Look for someone who focuses primarily on family law. This
ensures they’re up to date on the laws, processes, and court
systems that apply to your case. At DaMore Law, our attorneys
have deep experience in all areas of family law, from divorce
and child custody to guardianship and asset division.
Clear Communication2.
Legal language can be intimidating. A good attorney explains
things in a way that you can understand. If you leave an
initial consultation feeling more confused than when you walked
in, it might be a red flag.
Empathy and Professionalism3.
You want someone who will listen without judgment and fight for
your best interests. At the same time, they need to be calm,
focused, and professional, especially in emotionally intense
moments.
Strategy and Problem-Solving4.
No two families are alike. Your attorney should tailor their
approach to your unique goals, not just rely on a one-size-
fits-all formula. Whether you’re pursuing mediation or heading
to court, your attorney should be strategic, practical, and
prepared.
Responsiveness and Availability5.
Family law matters often move quickly. You need to know your
attorney will respond to your questions, update you regularly,
and be available when important decisions need to be made.
Strong Reviews and Referrals6.
Word of mouth matters. Ask friends or family members if they’ve
worked with someone they trust. Online reviews can also be
helpful, but read them with a discerning eye, and look for
patterns in feedback about communication, professionalism, and
outcomes.

Questions to Ask in a Consultation
Once you’ve found a few potential attorneys, schedule a consultation.
Most reputable firms offer a free or low-cost initial meeting. Here
are some questions that can help you evaluate if it’s the right fit:



How long have you been practicing family law?
What percentage of your work involves cases like mine?
What’s your approach to negotiation vs. litigation?
How do you keep clients informed throughout the process?
Who will be working on my case—you or someone else in the
office?
What are your fees, and how are they billed?
What are the possible outcomes in my case?

Don’t  be  afraid  to  trust  your  instincts  here.  You  should  feel
respected, heard, and supported—not rushed or pressured.

Comprehensive Family Law Services at DaMore
Law
At DaMore Law, we recognize that no two families are the same.
Whether  you’re  navigating  a  high-conflict  divorce  or  seeking  to
establish a parenting plan that works for everyone involved, our
attorneys are committed to protecting your rights and guiding you
with compassion through every step of the process.

We proudly serve families across Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine,
and Vermont, offering trusted support in a wide range of family law
matters, including:

Divorce & Separation – From uncontested to complex, high-asset
divorces, we help you understand your options and safeguard
your future.
Child Custody & Parenting Plans – We advocate for arrangements
that reflect the best interests of your children and promote
long-term family stability.
Child  Support  &  Alimony  –  Our  team  ensures  that  support
agreements  are  fair,  enforceable,  and  based  on  accurate
financial information.
Property  &  Debt  Division  –  We  work  to  achieve  equitable
resolutions regarding marital assets and liabilities, whether
through negotiation or litigation.
Prenuptial & Postnuptial Agreements – Protect your financial
future  with  clear,  enforceable  agreements  tailored  to  your
unique situation.
Adoption, Guardianship & Conservatorship – We guide families



through the legal intricacies of building and securing their
families through these life-changing processes.
Restraining Orders & Domestic Violence – If your safety is at
risk, we act swiftly to secure protective orders and legal
support.
Modifications & Enforcement – Life changes, and we’re here to
help  you  update  or  enforce  custody,  support,  or  divorce
agreements as needed.
Mediation vs. Litigation – Whether you prefer a collaborative
approach  or  need  courtroom  representation,  we  tailor  our
strategy to your case and goals.

Our mission is to provide clarity during confusion, strength during
stress, and advocacy that never loses sight of what matters most:
your well-being and that of your family. When you work with DaMore
Law,  you  gain  a  partner  who  will  stand  with  you  through  every
challenge and every choice.

Schedule  a  consultation  today,  and  let’s  talk  about  how  we  can
support you or learn more about our family law services.

The  Role  of  Mediation  in
Resolving Family Disputes

Family disputes are challenging,
often  laden  with  emotions  and
history  that  complicate
resolutions. Mediation offers a
constructive  approach  to
navigating  these  disputes,
allowing families to engage in a
process that emphasizes problem-
solving over conflict. In this
blog, we’ll cover the role of
mediation  in  family  law,
exploring its benefits and how
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it  can  facilitate  amicable
solutions  that  respect  both  parties’  needs.

What is Mediation?
Mediation is a conflict resolution process facilitated by a neutral
third party, known as a mediator. This process is voluntary and
confidential, making it well-suited for sensitive family issues. The
mediator guides the discussion, helping parties identify their needs
and work towards a mutually agreeable solution. Unlike traditional
court proceedings, mediation is less formal and gives the parties
control over the outcome, which can lead to more personalized and
sustainable solutions.

Benefits  of  Mediation  in  Family
Disputes

Preserves  Relationships:  Since  mediation  is  collaborative1.
rather than adversarial, it encourages communication and can
help preserve relationships. This is crucial in family dynamics
where parties often continue to interact after the dispute is
resolved.
Reduces Stress and Conflict: Mediation can be less stressful2.
than going to court. It’s a private process where emotional and
complex  family  matters  can  be  discussed  openly  and  calmly
without the fear of public exposure or the formalities of a
courtroom.
Saves Time and Money: Mediation can be more cost-effective and3.
quicker  than  litigation.  By  resolving  disputes  outside  of
court, families can save on legal fees and reduce the duration
of their conflict.
Increases  Compliance:  Agreements  made  through  mediation  are4.
crafted by the parties involved, leading to higher satisfaction
and compliance rates. When parties have a hand in shaping the
resolution, they are more likely to adhere to the agreement.
Flexibility:  Mediation  offers  flexibility  that  courts  often5.
cannot. Families can schedule sessions around their needs and
are free to develop creative solutions that a court might not
legally be able to impose.



Scenarios Where Mediation is Beneficial
Mediation can be particularly helpful in a variety of family law
scenarios:

Divorce Settlements: For couples looking to divorce amicably,1.
mediation can facilitate discussions about division of assets,
alimony, and other financial settlements without the bitterness
that often accompanies court battles.
Child  Custody  and  Parenting  Plans:  Mediation  helps  parents2.
create a parenting plan that suits the best interest of the
child,  focusing  on  visitation  schedules,  education,  and
healthcare decisions in a less adversarial setting.
Elder Care Decisions: Families can use mediation to address3.
sensitive issues regarding the care and support of elderly
relatives,  including  living  arrangements,  healthcare,  and
managing finances.
Estate Planning Disputes: Mediation can be an effective tool4.
for  resolving  disputes  among  family  members  regarding  the
division of estate assets, interpretation of wills, or the
responsibilities of trustees and executors.
Family Business Issues: In situations where family members are5.
involved  in  business  together,  mediation  can  help  resolve
conflicts regarding management roles, profit distribution, or
the direction of the business.

In each of these scenarios, mediation serves as a tool to promote
dialogue and find mutually agreeable solutions, preserving personal
relationships and reducing the emotional stress often associated with
these issues.

Implementing Mediation in Your Family
Dispute
Starting  mediation  involves  selecting  a  qualified  mediator  who
understands family dynamics. It’s important to choose someone both
parties trust and feel comfortable with. Legal counsel can still play
a  role  in  mediation;  attorneys  can  provide  advice  outside  the
mediation  sessions  and  review  the  agreements  before  they  are
finalized.

https://health.clevelandclinic.org/emotional-stress


Mediation represents a hopeful pathway through the challenges of
family  disputes,  offering  a  space  where  voices  are  heard  and
resolutions  are  crafted  with  care  and  respect.  For  families
navigating divorces, custody battles, or other disputes, mediation
can transform a potentially adversarial situation into an opportunity
for collaborative problem-solving.

Family Law Services
If you’re facing a family dispute and considering mediation, DaMore
Law  is  here  to  help.  Our  experienced  attorneys  understand  the
complexities of family law and can guide you through the mediation
process or represent your interests in family court if necessary.
Contact us today to explore how we can support you in finding a
peaceful resolution to your family law issues.

The  Role  of  a  Family  Law
Attorney in Divorce Cases

Going through a divorce is more than just a legal transaction; it’s a
deeply complex process that can profoundly affect your emotional and
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financial well-being. That’s why having a family law attorney by your
side is invaluable. They advocate for your personal and financial
interests, helping to secure a stable future for you and your loved
ones. This blog covers how a family law attorney can help guide you
through each step of your divorce, offering support and protecting
your rights.

 

Advocacy and Legal Representation
A family law attorney acts as your advocate, representing you in
court and negotiations with your spouse’s attorney. They are skilled
in the legal strategies necessary to present your case effectively,
arguing on your behalf regarding various issues such as property
division, child custody, alimony, and child support. Their expertise
is  particularly  valuable  in  contested  divorce  cases,  where  the
parties cannot agree on these terms independently.

 

Understanding  Legal  Rights  and
Obligations
Many individuals entering a divorce do not fully understand their
legal rights and obligations. A family law attorney provides clarity
on these matters, keeping you informed about what you are entitled to
and what you are legally obliged to do. This includes explaining how
assets might be divided, how child support is calculated, and what
factors influence custody arrangements.

 

Mediation
Divorce often involves intense emotions and disputes over sensitive
issues. Some attorneys are certified mediators, helping to facilitate
discussions that lead to amicable settlements without the need for
prolonged court battles. By mediating between you and your spouse, an
attorney can help find common ground and solutions that benefit both
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parties, potentially saving time, money, and stress.  It’s important
to understand that mediators do not represent either party.  They are
neutral and work with both parties to try to find a compromise and
resolution.

 

Handling Legal Documentation
The divorce process involves a plethora of documents, from petitions
and  property  agreements  to  court  orders.  A  family  law  attorney
ensures that all necessary paperwork is filled out correctly and
filed timely, adhering to the legal standards and deadlines. Mistakes
in legal documents can lead to delays or unfavorable outcomes in
divorce proceedings. An attorney’s meticulous attention to detail
helps avoid such pitfalls.

 

Offering Objective Advice
During a divorce, it’s common for emotions to cloud judgment. A
family law attorney offers objective, unbiased advice that helps you
make rational decisions. Whether it’s deciding whether to settle or
go to trial, or figuring out the best arrangements for your children,
an  attorney  can  provide  guidance  based  on  their  experience  and
knowledge of the law, rather than emotion.  

Preparing for Trial
There can be numerous court appearances where your attorney speaks on
your behalf.  If, however, your divorce goes to trial,   a family law
attorney prepares you for what to expect. This preparation includes
coaching you on how to present yourself, what information to convey,
and  how  to  handle  cross-examinations.  Preparation  can  make  a
significant  difference  in  the  courtroom,  where  judges  appreciate
well-organized and clearly presented cases.  Prior to even getting to
this point in your case, your attorney will discuss the pros and cons
of moving forward with a trial as opposed to trying to settle the



case and taking advantage of the court’s conciliation program.

 

Conciliation
The courts offer parties the chance to go to conciliation.  Like
mediation, a conciliator is an unbiased attorney that volunteers
their time to work with the parties’ and their attorneys on issues
that they have been unable to settle. 

 

Protecting Your Future
Ultimately,  a  family  law  attorney’s  role  is  to  protect  your
interests     .  This  includes  advocating  for  fair  financial
settlements and custody arrangements that protect your children’s
well-being, based upon the facts of your case. They can also provide
referrals  to  other  needed  resources  such  as  financial  advisors,
counselors, or parenting classes.

 

Going  through  a  divorce  without  a  family  law  attorney  can
significantly increase the risks of unfavorable outcomes. Without
expert  legal  guidance,  you  may  misunderstand  your  rights  and
obligations, potentially leading to agreements that jeopardize your
financial stability and parental rights. The legal system can be
intricate  and  unforgiving  for  those  unfamiliar  with  family  law,
making it easy to become overwhelmed and make costly mistakes. 

 

Initially  many  people  enter  a  divorce  case  without  legal
representation.  And it is only after that they realize they are not
equipped to handle the case without a trained professional.  This can
sometimes  cause  problems  in  cases,  especially  if  the  court  has
already issued temporary orders.  

 



DaMore Law: Expert Family Law Services
Facing  a  divorce  is  undeniably  one  of  life’s  most  difficult
challenges,  both  emotionally  and  legally.  At  DaMore  Law,  we
understand the complexities and the personal stakes involved. Our
family  law  attorneys  are  here  not  only  to  navigate  the  legal
intricacies  but  also  to  offer  the  emotional  support  and  expert
guidance needed to move forward with confidence and assurance. Our
comprehensive  family  law  services  are  designed  to  protect  your
interests thoroughly, ensuring every legal detail is handled with
care.

 

If you are experiencing the strains of a divorce and need assistance,
DaMore  Law  is  ready  to  support  you.  Our  team  is  committed  to
delivering  personalized  legal  strategies  that  lead  to  fair  and
constructive  outcomes.  Please  feel  free  to  reach  out  with  any
questions or to begin the process of legal representation. We are
here to help you secure a positive future.

The Role of Mediation in Family
Disputes
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Family conflicts can be some of the most emotionally charged and
challenging issues to navigate. Whether dealing with divorce, child
custody, or other familial issues, finding a resolution that is fair
and satisfying for all parties involved is often difficult. In these
instances, two primary approaches emerge: litigation and mediation.
Understanding the role of mediation in family conflicts can help
families make informed decisions about the best path forward. This
blog explores the benefits of both litigation and mediation, with an
emphasis on the advantages of mediation in family disputes.
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Understanding Litigation and Mediation
Litigation  involves  resolving  disputes  through  the  court  system.
Pursuing legal justice in a family dispute may instigate rivalry and
hostility  between  family  members.  However,  litigation  can  be
effective in achieving a clear and enforceable outcome, and it can
bring about quick solutions to ongoing family conflicts. 

Mediation is a more collaborative approach that involves a neutral
third party, known as a mediator, who facilitates discussions between
the parties to help them reach a mutually acceptable agreement. The
mediator  works  to  assist  the  parties  in  communicating  more
effectively and finding common ground. Mediation in family conflicts
is particularly beneficial as it encourages cooperation and focuses
on the needs and interests of all involved, especially children.

 

Benefits of Litigation
While litigation has its drawbacks, it also has several benefits:

Legal Clarity and Finality: Litigation provides a clear and1.
final resolution that is legally binding. This is particularly
important  in  cases  of  significant  disagreement,  and  an
authoritative  decision  is  needed  to  move  forward.
Structured  Process:  The  litigation  process  is  highly2.
structured, with established procedures and rules of evidence.
This  structure  ensures  that  all  relevant  information  is
considered.
Enforceability:  Court  orders  resulting  from  litigation  are3.
enforceable by law, which help ensure compliance with the terms
of the resolution.
Public  Record:  Litigation  results  in  a  public  record,  are4.
important for transparency and accountability, particularly in
cases involving significant assets or public interest.

 



Advantages  of  Mediation  in  Family
Conflicts
While litigation has its place, mediation in family conflicts offers
many advantages that may make it a more appealing option for many
families:

Cost-Effective: Mediation is generally much less expensive than1.
litigation.  Families  can  save  significant  amounts  of  money
without prolonged court battles and extensive legal fees.
Time-Saving: Mediation can often be completed in a fraction of2.
the time it takes to litigate a dispute. This efficiency helps
families move forward more quickly and reduces the emotional
toll associated with prolonged conflict.
Flexibility and Control: In mediation, the parties have more3.
control over the process and the outcome. They can tailor
solutions to their specific needs and circumstances, rather
than having a solution imposed by a judge.
Preservation  of  Relationships:  Mediation  fosters  a  more4.
collaborative and healthier environment for maintaining family
relationships.  This  is  especially  important   in  situations
where  families  must  work  together,  like  co-parenting  after
divorce.
Confidentiality:  Mediation  sessions  are  private  and5.
confidential,  unlike  public  court  proceedings.  This  privacy
encourages  open  and  honest  communication  and  protects  the
parties’ matters from scrutiny.
Focus on Interests, Not Positions: Mediation encourages parties6.
to  focus  on  their  underlying  interests  rather  than  rigid
positions.  This  approach  can  lead  to  more  creative  and
satisfactory solutions that address the real needs and concerns
of both parties.

 

Choosing between litigation and mediation in family conflicts can be
a difficult choice, depending on the specific circumstances and needs
of the family involved. While litigation provides a structured and
legally binding resolution, mediation offers a more collaborative and
flexible approach that can preserve relationships and lead to more
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personalized solutions. 

Understanding the role of mediation and litigation, and how each
would impact the family specifically in family conflicts, can help
families make informed decisions and choose the path that best suits
their needs. 

At  DaMore  Law,  we  understand  mediation  in  family  disputes  is
stressful  and  mentally  exhausting,  even  if  it’s  amicable.  Our
attorneys possess the expert guide of family law. They will help you
through this difficult time and find an optimal solution for you.
Whether  it  be  through  mediation  or  litigation.  Schedule  a
consultation  to  learn  more  about  our  compassionate  approach  to
settling legal disputes.

Navigating  Alimony  in
Massachusetts: What You Need to
Know

Alimony, also known as spousal support, is a significant aspect of
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divorce proceedings in Massachusetts. It is designed to help both
parties maintain a standard of living close to what they experienced
during their marriage.

What is Alimony?
Alimony is financial support paid by one spouse to another post-
divorce. It is intended to assist the receiving spouse in maintaining
a standard of living similar to that enjoyed during the marriage,
particularly if there is a significant discrepancy in the spouses’
incomes.

Types of Alimony in Massachusetts
Massachusetts recognizes four types of alimony:

General Term Alimony: Provided to a spouse until a set end
date, based on the duration of the marriage.
Rehabilitative Alimony: Aimed to support a spouse until they
can  support  themselves,  often  after  retraining  or  gaining
employment.
Reimbursement Alimony: Compensates a spouse for contributions
that enhanced the other spouse’s financial situation, such as
supporting educational pursuits.
Transitional Alimony: Assists a spouse in adjusting to new
financial  circumstances  after  a  divorce,  typically  awarded
after short marriages.

Determining Alimony
The  determination  of  alimony  in  Massachusetts  considers  various
factors:

Length of the Marriage: Longer marriages might result in longer
periods of alimony.
Income and Employment: The court looks at current earnings and
potential earning capacity.
Contributions to the Marriage: Both financial and non-financial
contributions are considered.
Lifestyle During the Marriage: Attempts are made to allow both



parties to maintain a similar standard of living.
Health and Age: These factors can affect a person’s ability to
support themselves.
Economic  Conduct:  This  includes  the  financial  conduct  of
parties during the marriage.

Modification and Termination of Alimony
Alimony  isn’t  necessarily  set  in  stone.  It  can  be  modified  or
terminated based on changes in circumstances such as the cohabitation
or remarriage of the receiving spouse, significant changes in income,
or retirement of the paying spouse. Massachusetts law specifically
allows adjustments based on the receiving spouse’s cohabitation with
another person for a continuous period of at least three months.

Tax Implications
Since the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, for any alimony orders
established after December 31, 2018, alimony payments are no longer
deductible by the payer, nor are they considered taxable income for
the recipient at the federal level. Massachusetts aligns with this
federal treatment for all orders effective from January 1, 2022.

Alimony and Child Support
In  Massachusetts,  both  alimony  and  child  support  are  considered
during divorce proceedings, but they serve different purposes and are
calculated  based  on  different  criteria.  Alimony  is  intended  to
support a spouse post-divorce, helping to maintain a standard of
living similar to that enjoyed during the marriage. Child support, on
the  other  hand,  is  specifically  aimed  at  covering  the  expenses
associated with raising children.

A common misconception is that receiving alimony reduces the amount
of  child  support  one  can  receive,  or  vice  versa.  However,  in
Massachusetts,  these  are  considered  separately.  Child  support
calculations are primarily based on the income of the parents, the
number of children, and the cost of healthcare, childcare, and other
child-related expenses. Alimony is calculated after child support,
ensuring  that  child  support  obligations  are  met  first.  This
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prioritization underscores the state’s commitment to the well-being
of children post-divorce.

The courts also consider the impact of alimony payments on the paying
spouse’s ability to support themselves while meeting child support
obligations.  By  understanding  the  distinctions  and  interactions
between these types of support, individuals can better navigate their
divorce proceedings and seek arrangements that fairly address both
spousal and child support needs.

Common Legal Challenges
Navigating alimony can present several legal challenges, particularly
around the duration and amount of alimony. In Massachusetts, disputes
often arise when there are significant changes in the financial
circumstances of either party, or when there is disagreement about
how long alimony should be paid.

Duration  Disputes:  One  of  the  common  issues  is  the  duration  of
alimony payments. Massachusetts law provides guidelines based on the
length of the marriage; however, real-life scenarios often challenge
these guidelines. For instance, if the recipient spouse cohabitates
with another partner, this could lead to a request for termination or
reduction of alimony. Conversely, if the recipient spouse experiences
a deterioration in health or significant decrease in income, they
might seek an extension.

 

Amount Disputes: Another frequent challenge is the amount of alimony.
While  there  are  caps  (generally  not  exceeding  30-35%  of  the
difference between the parties’ incomes), the exact amount can still
be contentious. Factors such as the standard of living during the
marriage  and  each  spouse’s  financial  contribution  can  lead  to
disputes over what constitutes a fair amount.

To effectively manage these challenges, it’s important to engage with
a knowledgeable family law attorney who understands the intricacies
of  Massachusetts  law.  Legal  professionals  can  help  negotiate
agreements that are fair and consider the financial realities of both
parties. Additionally, mediation can be a valuable tool to resolve



disputes  outside  of  the  courtroom,  offering  a  less  adversarial
approach  to  adjusting  alimony  terms  that  reflect  changes  in
circumstances.

Legal Guidance
At DaMore Law, we understand the emotional and financial burden that
comes with determining alimony. Our compassionate team of attorneys
is  here  to  guide  you  through  understanding  your  rights  and
responsibilities, making sure that any alimony arrangements genuinely
reflect your unique circumstances. 

Navigating alimony decisions can profoundly impact your life after
divorce. Having knowledgeable and empathetic legal support during
this  time  makes  all  the  difference.  Reach  out  to  schedule  a
consultation  with  us.

Legal Steps in Family Adoptions
in Massachusetts
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Family  adoptions  in  Massachusetts  involve  several  distinct  legal
steps that ensure the process is conducted properly, protecting the
rights and welfare of all involved, especially the child. Here’s a
guide through the intricate process for those considering family
adoptions within the state.

 

What Is the Family Adoption Process?
 

Eligibility and Initial Steps: In Massachusetts, anyone of full1.
age can petition to adopt someone younger than themselves,
except  in  cases  involving  their  spouse,  or  their  brother,
sister, aunt, or uncle of the whole or half blood. The process
typically starts by consulting with an adoption attorney who
can  provide  guidance  tailored  to  your  specific  situation,
including an understanding of all legal responsibilities.
Filing for Adoption: Adoptions in Massachusetts are usually2.
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filed in the Probate and Family Court, although some cases
involving children may go through the Juvenile Court. This step
involves  submitting  a  petition  that  includes  detailed
information about the adoptive parent(s) and the child, and
reasons for the adoption.
Home Study and Background Checks: Massachusetts law requires a3.
home study for all prospective adoptive parents, which assesses
the  suitability  of  the  home  environment  and  the  adoptive
parents. Background checks are also mandated to ensure the
safety and best interests of the child.
Consent Requirements: For a family adoption, the consent of the4.
child’s  biological  parents  is  typically  required,  unless
parental rights have been legally terminated due to reasons
such as unfitness or abandonment. If the child is aged 12 or
older, their consent is also required in Massachusetts.
The Court Hearing and Finalization: Once all other requirements5.
are met, the adoption process culminates in a court hearing.
Here, the judge reviews the adoption case and, if satisfied
that the adoption serves the child’s best interests, will issue
an adoption decree, legally finalizing the adoption.
Post-Adoption  Legalities:  After  the  adoption  is  finalized,6.
there are additional steps such as updating the child’s birth
certificate and other legal records to reflect the adoption.

 

Why  It’s  Critical  to  Have  Legal
Guidance
The  complexities  of  family  adoptions  in  Massachusetts,  including
understanding  state-specific  statutes  and  navigating  the  court
system,  underline  the  importance  of  having  experienced  legal
representation. An attorney not only helps ensure compliance with all
legal requirements but also provides support and guidance through
what can be an emotional process.

Family adoptions are a beautiful way to legally affirm family bonds,
providing children with security and permanency. However, given the
legal complexities involved, it is crucial to approach the process
with thorough preparation and proper legal guidance.
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Family Adoption FAQs
Can grandparents adopt their grandchildren in Massachusetts?1.
Yes,  grandparents  can  adopt  their  grandchildren  in
Massachusetts  if  certain  conditions  are  met,  such  as  the
inability of the biological parents to care for the child or if
the court deems the adoption in the best interest of the child.
Grandparent adoptions are considered relative adoptions and may
be streamlined compared to other types of adoptions.
What are the residency requirements for adoptive parents in2.
Massachusetts? Massachusetts requires that the adoptive parent
or at least one of the adopting couple be a resident of the
state.  However,  for  family  adoptions,  courts  may  have  the
discretion to waive residency requirements based on the best
interests of the child, especially in cases where the child
already resides with the relative seeking adoption.
How  long  does  the  family  adoption  process  take  in3.
Massachusetts?
The duration of the family adoption process in Massachusetts
can vary significantly depending on the specifics of each case,
such as obtaining necessary consents and completing the home
study. Generally, it can take several months to a year, though
relative adoptions might be expedited if there are no contested
issues.
 Are  open  adoptions  possible  in  family  adoptions  in4.
Massachusetts?
Yes,  open  adoptions,  where  there  is  ongoing  communication
between the biological parents and the adoptive family, are
possible  and  increasingly  common  in  Massachusetts.  Such
arrangements  are  usually  formalized  through  a  post-adoption
contact agreement, which the court can enforce unless it deems
modifications necessary for the child’s best interests.
What  legal  support  is  available  for  adoptive  parents  in5.
Massachusetts?
Adoptive parents in Massachusetts can access various supports,
including  legal  assistance  through  family  law  attorneys,
counseling services, and post-adoption resources provided by
both  state  and  private  organizations.  The  Massachusetts
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Department of Children and Families also offers support and
resources for adoptive families.
What if the biological parent’s consent cannot be obtained for6.
a family adoption?
In  cases  where  a  biological  parent’s  consent  cannot  be
obtained, the court may terminate parental rights if it finds
substantial grounds such as neglect, abuse, or abandonment.
Legal representation is crucial in such scenarios to navigate
the  complexities  of  proving  the  case  for  termination  of
parental rights.
How  is  the  child’s  preference  considered  in  the  adoption7.
process?
In Massachusetts, the preference of the child is considered by
the court if the child is 12 years of age or older. The child’s
consent is typically required for the adoption to proceed,
reflecting the state’s commitment to considering the wishes and
best interests of the child in family law proceedings.

 

If you are considering family adoption in Massachusetts and need
expert legal assistance, DaMore Law is here to help. Our team of
experienced  attorneys  can  guide  you  through  every  step  of  the
process, ensuring that your family adoption is handled with care and
professionalism. Contact us today to learn more about how we can
assist you.
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